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Overview
Education

The State education system is free at all levels for Qatari citizens. It consists of three main stages; primary, preparatory and secondary. With the establishment of Independent Schools System, English has become the medium of education.  

The outcomes of the old public education system had always created concerns for the education leadership in Qatar for not being efficient enough to meet the minimum standards that would qualify students to enrol at regional or international institutions. The system had not succeeded in equipping its students with the skills necessary to perform well in the workplaces. It was therefore widely recognised by the Qatar leadership that the public education system lacked vision and accountability and that the standards needed some serious remedial reform. 

Several initiatives were proposed to raise the standard of school graduates but very little had worked successfully. In 2001, RAND Corporation was contracted to review the country's education system. The findings were simple - ‘the country's education system was not producing high-quality outcomes and was rigid, outdated and resistant to reform.' The Government's aspirations were to produce a generation that would be competent enough to participate in the country's economic growth, political and democratic reform and social development.  But this aspiration was faced by challenges like such as the lack of well-qualified teachers, up-to-date challenging curricula, well-equipped education facilities, vision for education and committed school administrators

But these challenges did not seem to have hindered the bold vision of the Qatari leadership. Following RAND's recommendations, the Supreme Education Council (SEC) was created and a new school system known as The Independent School Model was introduced. The SEC is responsible for education policy and setting broad and comprehensive goals for the school system.

Since then, Education Reform was declared a national priority. The person charged with driving this reform is HH Shaikha Moza bint Naser Al Misnad, the wife of the Amir. 

The mission of the current education system is to make schools and classrooms exciting places to learn; encourage all students to make the most of their talents; and hold schools measurably accountable to high performance standards; and nourish faith, values, and national aspirations. 

The new independent schools are government-funded, operated and managed by Qatari operators. Schools are given autonomy in appointing their own staff, deciding their teaching philosophy and pedagogy and outsourcing their own supplies, school equipment and professional development training for their staff. But they had to meet curriculum standards set by the SEC. 

 In November 2007, the SEC launched another ambitious project called The Outstanding Private Schools Project designed to encourage international private schools to open branches in Qatar. Schools who wish to set up under this project would benefit from a number of incentives introduced by the Committee tasked with making this happen.  

The private education sector in Qatar is divided into three categories; Qatari Private Schools, Arab Community Schools and International Community Schools. Many of the latter serve particular national communities Others attempt to deliver a Western-style education within an Islamic context and many have opted for the International Baccalaureate. 

For the past four-five years, there has been a serious shortage of enough school places due to the increasing number of people coming to work and live in Qatar. All international schools are operating at full capacity with long waiting lists. Educational demand increases by more than 16-20% each year.

Education is one of the sectors that are exempt in the Foreign Investment Law from the need to have a local Qatari partner or sponsor. 

The higher education sector in Qatar consists of the University of Qatar which started life in 1977, and Qatar Foundation's Education City which has partnership agreements with a number of world class universities. 

Opportunities

Opportunities in the education sector are those associated with new privately funded schools; taking part in the Outstanding Private Schools Project; teacher training; curriculum design and standards; innovative teaching/learning methodologies, pedagogy and equipment; and learning difficulties. The awarding bodies that should be approached for these opportunities are the Supreme Education Council, The Higher Education Institute, the Evaluation Institute and the Outstanding Private Schools Committee. 
UKTI publishes international business opportunities gathered by our network of British Embassies, High Commissions and Consulates worldwide. These opportunities appear in the Opportunities portlet on the relevant sector and country pages on the UKTI website. By setting up a profile you can be alerted by email when relevant new opportunities are published. New or updated alert profiles can be set in My Account on the website.

Key Methods of Doing Business

It is advisable for any foreign company to obtain legal, financial and taxation advice when considering doing business in Qatar.

Background information on doing business in Qatar can be found on UKTI’s website. Simply go to the Qatar country page where you will find information on:

· Economic background and Geography

· Customs & Regulations

· Selling & Communications

· Contacts & Setting up

· Visiting and Social hints and tips

More Detailed Sector Reports

Research is critical when considering new markets. UKTI provides market research services, which can help UK companies doing business overseas including: 

· Overseas Market Introduction Service (OMIS). Bespoke research into potential markets, and support during your visits overseas

· Export Marketing Research Scheme. In depth and subsidised service administered by the British chambers of Commerce on behalf of UKTI 

Contact your local International Trade Advisor if you are interested in accessing these services, or for general advice in developing your export strategy.

When considering doing business in Qatar, it is essential to obtain legal, financial and taxation advice. For further details, please contact:

Bassam Al Tahtamouni 

Senior Commercial Attaché, British Embassy Doha

E: bassam.tahtamouni@fco.gov.uk T: +974 496 2075; W:http://ukinqatar.fco.gov.uk
PUBLICATIONS & useful websites

· Arab-British Chamber of Commerce 

www.abcc.org.uk
· Arabian Business.com  



www.arabianbusiness.com
· Central Tenders Committee  


www.ctc.gov.qa
· Middle East Economic Digest (MEED) 
 
www.meed.com
· Middle East Business & Financial News  
www.ameinfo.com
· Qatar Chamber of Commerce & Industry  
www.qcci.org
· Qatar National Bank



www.qnb.com.qa
Events

UK Trade & Investment’s Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) can help eligible UK businesses take part in overseas exhibitions. Attendance at TAP events offers significant benefits:

· possibilities for business opportunities both at the show and in the future 

· chance to assess new markets and develop useful contacts 

· grants are available if you meet the criteria 

· UKTI staff overseas will be available to assist delegates

Find out if you are eligible to apply to attend this event and more about the support UKTI can offer on the UKTI website’s Market Entry page.

Details of TAP events can be found in the Events portlet on the Qatar page.

Other Market Visit Support may be available via your local International Trade Advisor.

Contact Lists

· Supreme Education Council  


www.english.education.gov.qa
· Qatar Foundation  




www.qf.edu.qa
· Qatar University





www.qu.edu.qa



UKTI’s International Trade Advisers can provide you with essential and impartial advice on all aspects of international trade. Every UK region also has dedicated sector specialists who can provide advice tailored to your industry. You can trace your nearest advisor by entering your postcode into the Local Office Database on the homepage of our website.

For new and inexperienced exporters, our Passport to Export process will take you through the mechanics of exporting. An International Trade Adviser will provide professional advice on a range of services, including financial subsidies, export documentation, contacts in overseas markets, overseas visits, translating marketing material, e-commerce, subsidised export training and market research.

www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk 
www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk 
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